Facts about armenian genocide lie

Relocation of Armenian Citizens

The Telegram Attributed to Talat Pasha

One of the most significant Armenian allegations regarding the immigration implementations
is the telegrams, which —also allegedly- contained Talaat Pasha’s orders for killing the
Armenians. However, Talaat Pasha himself has expressed in number of occasions that the
measures taken with regard to Armenians have no object of massacring them in any way. In
fact; in a cryptic telegraph —communiqué wired on August 29, 1915 to the Governors of
Hiidaverdigar, Ankara, Konya, Izmit, Adana, Maras, Urfa, Halep, Zor, Sivas, Kiitahya,
Karesi, Nigde, Mamuretiilaziz, Diyarbekir, Karahisar-i Sahib, Erzurum and Kayseri Provinces
and sub-Provinces; the purpose of the immigration was explained as the follows (1).

“The purpose of the Government regarding the moving of Armenians from their original
settlements is to prevent their anti-governmental actions; and to discourage their ambitions of
establishing an Armenian State. Their massacre is completely out of question; on the contrary
the safety of the groups during immigration should be ensured; and while measures for their
catering should be taken, the “Immigrants Allocation” should be used to meet the cost.
Armenians who are allowed to stay in their original settlements should not be re-located
afterwards. As it was stated before the immigration of the dependents of military forces;
protestant and catholic Armenians; and artisans (in accordance with the need) are definitely
prohibited by the Government severe legal measures. Against the gendarmes and government
officials who attack the immigrating groups or those who lead such attacks severe legal
measures should be taken and such individuals should immediately Court-Martialled.
Relevant provincial and sub-provincial authorities shall be held responsible for such events.

In another cryptic note sent to Ankara on May 27 1915 it was said that; “The measures taken
by the Government regarding the Armenians are based on the necessity to ensure and protect
the welfare and order of the Country. Exclusion of the Catholic and Protestant Armenians —
who are at present observed as impartial at the present- from immigration, is the indication
that the Government has no intention to massacre them” (2).

However, the communiqué which was issued by the Government for deporting the terrorist
Armenians and their Gang leaders has been understood incorrectly in some places. Hence,
several Armenian Bands, which were caught, were sent to places in which they continued
their actions more freely. Upon such occurrence’s Talaat Pasha issued another communiqué
on June 1, 1915, stressing that such Armenians should be transported to the places where they
would not be able to continue their harmful actions, and also there deportations should be
limited to the terrorists and rebels only (3).

Furthermore, in still another cryptic note dated June 13, 1915 dispatched to Mamuretiillaziz
province, it was stated that the Armenians, besides those who were handed to the Court



Marshall should be kept at suitable locations within the province under a previous order,
hence not necessarily sent to Mousul province (4).

In a cryptic note dated June 14, 1915 which was sent to Erzurum, Diyarbekir, Mamuretiilaziz
and Bitlis provinces, after stressing that the Armenians should be protected during the
immigration process; it was mentioned that it was natural to take measures against those who
would try to flee or rebel against the gendarmes; however in no case Moslem peoples should
be involved in such corrective acts; and also no opportunities should be set to start conflicts
between the Moslems and Armenians.

Coming to the telegraph which is the core of the alleged claims of Armenian massacre (5).

An Armenian named Aram Andonian referred to it in his book, titled : “Memoirs of Naim
Bey / Official Turkish Documents Regarding the Deportation and Massacre of the
Armenians” published in London in 1920. This book was published under the titles: “Official
Documents Regarding the Massacre of the Armenians”; and “The Gross Offence, the Last
Armenian Massacre and Talat Pasha; the Originals of the Signed Official Telegraphs™ in Paris
and Boston respectively.

The telegraphs in the book, which were attributed to Talat Pasha, are false documents, which
were originated to create a “massacre criminal”. As a result of the examination and research
which was carried out by Messrs. Sinasi Orel and Siireyya Yuca on the subject documents a
number of positive evidences, which prove the falsity of them were found. Among these
evidences are: “that the person named Naim Bey — from whom the documents have been
said that obtained- had never been employed in the “Celleppo Re-Settlement Department, that
neither the said documents were authentic, nor the type of the papers were the same of those
used in the official communication of that time; that the original counterparts were not among
the Ministry of Interior documents in the Prime Ministry’s Archives; that the deed numbers
on the documents could not fond in the registration logs of the relevant department; that there
were some mistakes on the dates according to Mohammedan and Gregorian Calendars; that
there were inconsistencies between the signatures; and there were some big grammatical and
spelling mistakes in them.”

Furthermore, although it was mentioned that; “the original copies of the documents which
were used in the book were kept at the Armenian Office in Manchester” since then they have
persistently been concealed from the examination of the World opinion, and since their
“authenticity was based on the report of the Aleppo Armenian Unit during the Ottoman times;
is an important indication of the falsehood of the alleged claims of Armenian massacre.
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Reasons Behind Relocation

The decision regarding migration was taken under compulsion, in order to prevent the
harmful acts of Armenians, who stabbed the Ottoman State that was their own state, in order
to establish an independent Armenia. Documents confirm how the Russians and the Entente
States deceived and provoked Armenians. (1)

The Armenians who were deceived by such promises as to be given the lands they obtained
during the War and that their independence to be recognized; established a number of
revolutionary societies (2). Armenians, who started their terrorist activities before the
immigration process, continued these activities even during the immigration. They
collaborated with the enemy both in the border areas and in the inner regions, and applied
genocidal activities to the Moslem people (3).

Ottoman Government decided to compile the documents expressing the cruelties of the
Armenians in a book and requested the documents and photographs of Armenian massacres
(4). Those documents and photographs collected in a book and published under the title of
Ermeni Komitelerinin Faaliyetleri ve Thtilal Hareketleri/ Mesrutiyetin Ilanindan Once ve
Sonra (5).

Armenian cruelties continued after the First Wold War as well. In fact, one of the most
striking examples of such activities is the one committed in Nahcivan by an Armenian band of
1.200 people under the command of an Armenian named Hanov (6). Furthermore, it is
understood from the telegraphs dispatched on 3 and 7 March 1920 respectively by Miimtaz
Bey who was then the acting Governor of “Mamuretiil Aziz” Province, that the Armenians
protected by the French Forces in the region were then under the delmion of establishing an
independent Armenia from Clicia to Adana provinces (7).

Upon such developments, Enver Pasha, acting Head Commander, in order to find a solution to
this problem, sent the following note to Talat Pasha on May 2, 1915.

“Armenians domiciled around Lake Van, and in Van Provincial Governorate are always ready
for an uprising. I think that the Armenians should be moved from these places, and centers of
revolt be dissipated. According to the information given by the 3rd Army Command, the
Russians caused the Moslems within their own boundaries to immigrate over our boundaries
in miserable conditions. Both as a retaliation to this act, and to ensure the aim I mentioned
above, either the said Armenians should be transported into the Russian land together with
their families; or they should be distributed in the various regions in Anatolia also with their
families. I kindly request from you the selection of the most suitable alternative and act
accordingly. However, I personally prefer that the revolting people and their families be sent
beyond our borders; and Moslem people their families be re-settled in their place” (8).

With this letter, which may be accepted as the first sign of the intention of immigration
process, Enver Pasha requested of dispersion of Armenians in order to avoid their uprising
act. According to the said letter, it is clear that the implementations would be made only in
locations where the Armenians revolted; and it was carried out accordingly.

Talat Pasha, not wishing to waste time due to the urgency and importance of the matter,
initiated the re-settlement implementation without waiting for the resolution of the Parliament



hence did not hesitate to undertake such a heavy responsibility by himself (9). Talat Pasha,
who took first considered to start immigration of the Armenians domiciled in Van, Bitlis and
Erzurum regions out of the War area. He informed Tahsin Bey, Cevdet Bey and Mustafa
Abdulhalik Bey, Governors of Erzurum, Van, and Bitlis Provinces respectively on the matter
by cryptic communiqués dd. May 9, 1995. Talat Pasha in his above — mentioned cryptic
message communicated that the Armenians concentrated in certain regions to start revolts and
uprising were decreed to immigrate towards the south, and that every possible assistance
should be given to the Governors in order for this decree to be implemented. Talaat Pasha
noted that a communiqué concerning the issue was sent to the Supreme Military Command to
the Commanders of the 3rd and 4th Armies. He informed that it would be advantageous if the
implementation was undertaken in areas to cover the southern part of Erzurum along with
Van, the critical sub-provinces in Bitlis, and especially the vicinities of Mus, Sasun, and
Talori; and requested from the Governors to immediately initiate the implementation in
cooperation with the army commanders.

Furthermore, Talat Pasha issuing a cryptic communiqué to the 4th Army Command dated 23
May 1915, listed the location requested to be evacuated as follows:

1. The provinces of Erzurum, Van ad Bitlis;
2. The subdivision of Maras excluding the city of Maras;

3. Villages and towns within the boundaries of the sub provinces of; Iskenderun, Beylan
(Belen), Cisr-i Sugur and Antioch excluding the central sub province of the Province of
Aleppo;

4. The sub-divisions of Adana, Mersin, Kozan and Cebel-1 Bereket excluding the cities of
Adana, Sis (Kozan) and Mersin;

Accordingly; Armenians evacuated from Erzurum, Van and Bitlis were decreed to be
transferred to the southern part of Mousul along with the sub-division of Zor and sub-division
of Urfa excluding the central city: and the Armenians evacuated from the vicinities of Adana,
Aleppo and Maras to be transferred to the eastern part of the Province of Syria along with the
eastern and southeastern part of the Province of Aleppo. To supervise and manage the
immigration process, State Inspectors, Ali Seydi Bey and Hamid Bey were appointed to the
Adana region, and to the regions of Aleppo and Maras, respectively.

It was stipulated that the Armenians arriving at the new locations of resettlement were to be
settled either in the houses that they would build in the existing villages or towns; or in the
villages that they would re-establish in the locations identified by the government; and that
the Armenian villages were to be at least of 25 km away from the Baghdad Railway.

The protection of lives and properties of Armenians following the process of immigration,
and provision of their needs such as food, drink and rest were left to the regional authorities
along the transfer route. It was decreed that the immigrating Armenians to be allowed to carry
along all of their belongings and arrangements about their established properties were to be
prepared and submitted to the authorities concerned (11).



In order for the immigrating Armenians not to re-constitute dens of conspiracy, the Supreme
Military Command communicated a letter dated 26 May 1915 to the Ministry of Interior,
considering the following aspects:

1. The population of the Armenians in the locations they newly immigrated to should not be
in excess of 10% of the population of the existing tribes and Moslems.

2. The villages the Armenians to be re-established should not be bigger than fifty houses each.

3. The Armenian immigrant families should not change houses either for the purposes of
travel or transfer (12).

A short while after the Ministry of Interior’s measures were came in force, Russian, French
and English governments issued a joint declaration stating that in the Eastern and
Southeastern Anatolia, which they referred as “Armenia”, Armenians had been killed with in
a month. In addition, they declared that the Ottoman Government is responsible for these
events (13).

Upon the spread of the issue in international arena in this manner, Talaat Pasha, sent a
communiqué dated 26 May 1915 to the Prime Ministry in order to provide a legal basis for the
implementation of the immigration (14). In this communiqué, having stated that the invaders
promoted discrimination among the Armenians, who were Ottoman citizens, and assisted
them, in order to realize their invasory desires; that the uprising Armenians took variety of
means to hinder the progress of the operation of the Turkish Army fighting against the enemy;
that they abstracted the transport of food items, weapons and ammunition to the soldiers, that
they collaborated with the enemy; that a group of them joined the enemy rank, and organized
armed attacks against the military units and innocent civilians; that they massacred and
pillaged in cities and towns; and that they provided food to the enemy navy and disclosed
critical military zones to the enemy, Talaat Pasha noted that a radical measure needed to be
taken for the security of the state and on this account, the Armenians rioting in war zones
needed to be immigrated to other regions.

This communiqué of the Ministry of Interior was submitted immediately to the Parliament
along with another communiqué written by the Prime Ministry. Talat Pasha’s statement
having been reiterated in the Prime Ministry’s communiqué, it was expressed that the
initiation of the immigration implementation was rightly made for the security of the state and
that it was necessary to implement this policy methodically and systematically. (15) And the
Parliament decreed to ratify the implementation on the some date.

In the Parliamentary decree, it was noted that it absolutely necessary to block through
effective methods such harmful activities for having a negative impact on the existence and
the security of the state, and that the measures by the Ministry of Interior on this account were
rightfully and duly taken. Furthermore, a communiqué was issued regarding the determination
of the immovable properties owned by the immigrating Armenians by a commission to be
appointed, and the creation of job opportunities suitable for the conditions of the Armenians
in their new locations, and the assistance to be given on the account of Immigrant’s
Compensation. It was requested that an order to be written to those concerned in order to
ensure the implementation of immigration securely (16).



The following communiqué dated 30 Mays 1915 sent by the Prime Ministry to the Ministry of
Interior, Ministry of War and the Ministry of Finance, the regulations of implementation of
the immigration were stated: (17)

a) The Armenians shall be transported to the regions allocated in a comfortable manner,
ensuring the security of their lives and property.

b) Their food and drink expenses shall be covered by the Immigrant’s Compensation until
they settle in their new houses.

c¢) Real estate and land shall be provided for them in accordance with their former financial
status.

d) The government shall build houses for those in need, and provide seeds, and agricultural
equipment for the farmers and agricultural experts.

e) The movables they left behind shall be delivered, and after the determination of their
immovable properties settled, these shall be distributed among the Moslem immigrants to be
setting in their place. Income generating from places that are not within the expertise of these
immigrants such as olive, mulberry and orange groves, vineyards, shops, inns, factories and
warehouse shall be either auctioned or rented and their compensations shall be recorded in
deposit by savings fund to be paid to their owners.

f) Special commissions shall implement all these issues and an order shall be issued in this
regard.
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The Definition and Purpose of Relocation
(Tehcir)

The Arabic originated word “tehcir” means “emigration / immigration”, it definitely not
means “deportation” or “exile”. Hence the law commonly known as the “Tehcir Law” is the
same as “Temporary Law On The Military Measures To Be Taken For Those Who Resist The
Governmental Acts And Supplementation’s.” The word used to explain the implementation in
line with this law is “tenkil” in the Ottoman language and means “transport- not the

1Y

equivalent of “deportation”, “exile” or “proscription” in Latin originated languages.

The immigration, which was started with the orders of Talaat Pasha, and approved by the
Government and the Parliament as a measure against the Armenian riots and massacres,
which had arisen in a number of places in the Country - pre - dominantly in Van province,
was only implemented only in the regions in which such riots and massacres affected the
security of the fronts directly. The first area was Erzurum, Van and Bitlis Vicinities which
formed the rear part of the Caucasian - Iran Front; and the second was Mersin - Iskenderun
Region which formed the rear part of the Sina Front. In both of these regions, Armenians had
collaborated with the enemy and involved in activities to facilitate the enemy’s invasion.

Later, the scope of the immigration was widened in order to include the Armenians in the
other provinces, who rioted, collaborated with the enemy and screened the activities of
Armenian Gangs. Although the Catholic and Protestant Armenians were excluded from
immigration at the beginning, later those whose harmful activities were observed, were also
relocated.

Since 1915, numerous papers, reports, books, etc. were written and published about the
immigration implementation. The Armenians, by using false documents have succeeded to
deceit the World for a long time. The rumor about Armenian holocaust (!) which expressed at
first as three hundred thousand and later increased to three million has no basis at all. In fact,
although English and French authorities have extensively studied the Ottoman archives during
their occupation in Istanbul have failed to find even a single document hinting about such
holocaust.

Had the Ottoman State intended to make genocide on Armenians; could not they realize such
an act at the places where the Armenians live? Why would it be necessary “to immigrate”
them for such an intention? Why did they undertake the significant fiscal and material costs of
their security, safety, health and food of the immigrating Armenians? During this immigration
and re-settlement process which lasted approximately 1,5 year from May 1915 until October
1916, why would the central and local administrations take measures to ensure the lives and
properties of Armenians in spite of the difficult war circumstances? In addition, would it be
necessary to accept great administrative, military and financial burden —as if opening a new
front- to protect and secure these people?

The answers to these questions shall be sufficient to understand the real intention of the
Ottoman State. Also there is no logical explanation that why the Ottoman State suddenly
changed its policy towards a community which had always been called as “millet-i sadika”
(loyal people) due to their being really faithful to the Government. Hence the party whose



attitude had changed was not the Ottoman Government, but the Armenians who were
deceived by the independence promises of Russia and the Entente States.

In conclusion, it can be said that the Armenian Immigration which was a necessary measure
to ensure the State Security and Safety is among one of the most

successful transportation and re-settlement processes; and has no intention whatsoever to
annihilate Armenians.
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